EVALUATING PERCEPTIONS OF PLASTIC
BAG USE AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CHANGE IN THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS

Jerry Aylmer




- Population - 25,000

- Tourists — 250,000/year

- 8 million DPC-Bs / year

- 2015 attempted ban
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1) Perspectives & motivations:
Stakeholders vs populatione

3) Characteristics for a strategy to
be effective?




Study approach

»>ldentified 6 key stakeholder sectors - usage, impact, influence

»>Surveys 35 Stakeholder
interviews

Municipality, conservation,
' ‘ Santa Cruz tourism and business

: managers,
San Cristobal community leaders

> Lessons from around the world

212 questionnaire
participants

local community, workers,
tourists, students
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Key findings

0 Why do you use plastic bags? o What do people use plastic bags for?
"More convenient" S B Toilet paper waste
67% 71%
"No alternatives SElLS Lk . v
s available" %% e O L N
0
"Not in the Takeaways Supermarket shopping
habit of usin
alternatives"g e ' Tourists Santa Cruz
' 60% 43%
\X‘] 42% Tourism Sector San Cristobal
40% 56%

\ ) "Many people here on San Cristobal incorrectly think
they need to put their organic waste in plastic bags"




Key findings

o Evaluation of 2015 Plastic 'T-shirt bag' ban "t needs to be consistent and continuous
not just a month like happened in 2015" (((
x 51% of people were aware of it

o Lessons for success from policies around the world

< Only 20% of fishers and farmers were aware : ,
Must be consistent and long lasting

Did influence attitudes towards plastic usage Consult stakeholders and make appropriate for

kb : . local culture
but 63% used other disposable plastic bags @

Show clear reasons and benefits

64% agreed it was agood idea but not

i e Proactive strong leadership




Key findings

> Most people are concerned about DPB impacts and want action
@ Poor political leadership and community skepticism QQ

Costs and competitiveness Q\ @ §> /B Poor communication and messaging

Functionality and hygiene of alternatlves Perceived barrlers to change \_;, Limited availability of alternatives

D é) \9 Bad customer habit 3!2
ad customer habits
J Lack of information and education g

aﬂ

O Mentality and 'mainland culture’ _
I\ / "There are many new arrivals from the Andes and (

Lack of enforcement, continuity and consistency

other parts of the mainland who currently don't
care about the environment”

> Frusitration at mentality of new arrivals & local political leaders

» Cost and availability of alternatives

> Implementation “It needs to be consistent and continuous”




Strategy recommendations

=> |Interviews + Questionnaires + Lessons learned (2015 & globally)

» Phased ban - Consistent, long-lasting, monitored
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Strategy recommendations

> Phased ban - Consistent, monitored

» Consultation & education program ﬁ| < —

plastics wildlife tourism economy

> 3Es: Engage - Educate - Empower local community action

> Alternatives supply - stimulate local enterprise

> Improve organic & toilet waste management

=> Political support and leadership




In summary >

First evaluation of 2015 DPB initiative & of
how the people view the issue and
potential solutions

Beware the Mayor!

Conservation human dependent - identify the key person(s) &
strings

Given study findings, such a plan has
every chance of being accepted and
effective




“There is the opportunity to do something in the Galapagos
Galapagos that can be an example to the rest of i .cl.:r?jl;?ervatlon
the planet”

Andy Donnely, 2018 Jen Jones & Andy Donnelly

Thank you

Andrew Knight

Imperial College
London
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